
I am reliably informed that the migrating 
birds have started to return.  ‘Oh to be in 
England now that April’s here’, runs Robert 
Browning’s poem, and it goes on later: 

And after April, when May follows,  
And the whitethroat builds, and all the swallows!  

Hark, where my blossom'd pear-tree in the hedge  
Leans to the field and scatters on the clover  

Blossoms and dewdrops—at the bent spray's edge— 
That 's the wise thrush; he sings each song twice over,  
Lest you should think he never could recapture  

The first fine careless rapture!   

Know your wildlife 
Having grown up in the country I 
am sometimes shocked that my 
sons don’t recognise the birds and 
plants I take for granted.  However 
it must be admitted that they are 
more familiar  with foxes 
than I was: urban foxes have 
no respect for humans, and 
regularly saunter across our 
lawns and streets in broad 
daylight! 
Biblical animals 
Foxes appear in the Biblical 
n a rra t i ve ,  an d  the i r 
reputation for slyness wasn’t 
new then: Jesus even referred to Herod as 
‘that fox’.  There are many Biblical 

references to birds, but my 
favourite is Psalm 84:3 which 
describes vividly how the sparrows 
and swallows nest around the eaves 
of the temple, and the Psalmist 
meditates on the bliss of belonging 

so comfortably ‘around God’.  Jesus also 
pointed out that although you could buy a 

couple of sparrows for a penny 
on the local market, God 

knows about each 
one of them—and  

how much more 
does he know and 

care about us? 
Learn from the 

birds 
So what are the birds 

doing now from which we 
might be able to learn?  At 
risk of being taken too 
literally, they are: 

Migrating 
Pairing up with a partner 

(of the opposite gender!) 
Nest building 
Rearing young 

Working hard to provide for 
their young 
Singing 

Taking one day at a time 
being cared for by God 

Now I don’t think we should 
necessarily take wildlife as a 
template for our own, not least 
because I think that humans are 
capable of more. But we can notice 

their priorities and then turn to the God 
who made us both. 
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